
BMP 051 - Use Overpack Containers or Containment Pallets to Store 55-Gallon Drums Outside 
of Storage Areas 

 
Description of Potential Pollutant and Source:  Chemicals, oils, solvents or liquid materials stored 
outside in 55-gallon drums may leak.  The leaking material can then be exposed to storm water 
and transported to the storm drain system receiving waters. 
 
Description of BMP:  Overpack containers and containment pallets are secondary containers 
usually constructed of plastic.  They are large enough to hold the contents of the containers 
stored in them if they should break or leak.  Using overpack containers or containment pallets 
minimizes the amount of pollutants reaching surface waters due to leaks.  Overpack containers 
should be protected against damage from vehicles. 
 
Application Guidance:  Overpack containers or containment pallets will be used whenever 55-
gallon drums of hazardous materials must be stored outside. 
 
Training:  Personnel will be trained to ensure that overpack containers or containment pallets are 
used. 
 
Effectiveness and Cost:  Overpack containers and containment pallets are a highly effective, 
moderate-cost BMP. 
 
Limitations:  Cost could be high if the number of drums needing containment is high. 
 


